
1 
 

 

Summer work year 11 into 12 

Before beginning the course you will need to buy this textbook: 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Puzzle-Ethics-Peter-Vardy/dp/0006281443 

This is essential for the course and you will need it in lessons and to complete HBL 

throughout the year. 

 

Philosophy of religion, guided note taking 

The specification 

The specification will act as your source for guiding your note taking. The specification is a document 

written by the exam board setting out exactly what is required to get an A level qualification in a subject. 

Below is an overview of the whole specification, there are 3 sections delineating the 3 exams you will sit at 

the end of year 13 they are:  

• Philosophy of religion 

• Religion and ethics  

• Developments in Christian thought 

 

You can see below the overview of each exam paper and the headings of the various units that will be 

covered in the exam. 

 
 

2a. OCR’s A Level in Religious Studies (H573) 
 

Learners take components 01 and 02 and 03 to be awarded the OCR A Level in Religious Studies. 
 

Content Overview Assessment Overview 

Philosophy of religion 

Learners will study: 

• ancient philosophical influences 

• the nature of the soul, mind and body 

• arguments about the existence or non-existence of God 

• the nature and impact of religious experience 

• the challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil 

• ideas about the nature of God 

• issues in religious language. 

 
 

 
Philosophy of 

religion 

(01) 

120 marks 

2 hour written 
paper 

 
 
 
 

33.3% 
of total 

A 
Level 

 The specification overview 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Puzzle-Ethics-Peter-Vardy/dp/0006281443
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Puzzle-Ethics-Peter-Vardy/dp/0006281443
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Religion and ethics 

Learners will study: 

• normative ethical theories 

• the application of ethical theory to two contemporary 
issues of importance 

• ethical language and thought 

• debates surrounding the significant idea of conscience 

• sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought of 
developments in religious beliefs. 

 
 

 
Religion and 

ethics 

(02) 

120 marks 

2 hour written 
paper 

 
 
 
 
 

33.3% 
of total 
A Level 

Developments in Christian thought 

Learners will study: 

• Augustine’s Teaching on Human Nature 

• Knowledge of God’s Existence 

• The person of Jesus Christ 

• Christian moral principles 

• Christian moral action 

• Pluralism 

• Gender  

• Secularism 

• Liberation theology 

All topics will be studied in relation to Christianity 

 
 
 

 
Developments 

in religious 
thought 

(03–07) 

120 marks 

2 hour written 
paper 

 
 
 
 
 

33.3% 
of total 
A Level 

 

 

The full specification can be found on the OCR board website: 

 https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/  

 

Your summer work will only focus on the first unit of philosophy of religion:  

• Ancient philosophical influences 
 

Some key principles to keep in mind: 

• Your whole process of taking notes both at home and in class should be focused on what is on the 

specification. 

• Make sure you know what every word means on the specification.  

• The exam paper cannot ask you anything that is not on the specification. 

 

 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/
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Note Taking: 

• Below is the page of the specification on the first topic.  

• Read over it, make sure you understand all the sections. 

• Highlight any words you don’t know, at the end you need to come back them and check that you understand 

them all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Philosophical Language and Thought 
Learners will study significant concepts and issues in the philosophy of religion through the 

works of key thinkers 

 

Topic Content Key Knowledge 

 

Ancient 
philosophical 
influences 

 

• the philosophical views of 
Plato, in relation to: 
o understanding of 

reality 
 

o the Forms 

 

o the analogy of the 
cave 

 

• the philosophical views of 
Aristotle, in relation to: 
o understanding of 

reality 
 

o the four causes 

 

o the Prime Mover 

 
 

• Plato’s reliance on reason as opposed 
to the senses 

 

• the nature of the Forms; hierarchy of 
the Forms 

 

• details of the analogy, its purpose and 
relation to the theory of the Forms 

 
 

• Aristotle’s use of teleology 

 

• material, formal, efficient and final 
causes 

 

• the nature of Aristotle’s Prime Mover 

and connections between this and the 
final cause 

Learners should have the opportunity to discuss issues related to the ideas 
of Plato and Aristotle, including: 

• comparison and evaluation of Plato’s Form of the Good and Aristotle’s 
Prime Mover 

• comparison and evaluation of Plato’s reliance on reason (rationalism) 
and Aristotle’s use of the senses (empiricism) in their attempts to make 
sense of reality 

Contextual references 
For reference, the ideas of Plato and Aristotle listed above can be found in: 

• Plato, Republic Book V.476f,  Book VII.507b-513e 

• Aristotle, Physics II.3 and Metaphysics V.2 
 

Suggested scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of 
wisdom and authority 
Learners will be given credit for referring to any appropriate scholarly views, 
academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority, however the 
following examples may prove useful 

• Annas, J. (1998) An Introduction to Plato’s Republic, Oxford University 
Press, Chapters 9 and 10 

• Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (2004, rev.2013), Plato, 
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/plato/ 

This is the 

‘topic’ and 

will be the 

same as 

your 

textbook 

chapter 

headings 

The content 

bullet points 

will make up 

your 

subheadings 

in your 

notes 

Your notes 

must cover 

the key 

knowledge 

in detail 

Once you 

have 

completed 

your notes 

on the 

content you 

need to use 

this section 

to create 

arguments, 

most of your 

lessons will 

be 

discussing 

these bullet 

points 
Want to 

know even 

more? This 

section 

gives you 

extension 

reading 

 

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/plato/
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/plato/
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Here follows an even more detailed guide on what your notes should include: 

Study Plan: 

 

Content Point What you need to know and therefore your notes need to cover Where you find 
information 

the 
philosophical 
views of Plato, 
in relation to: 
 
understanding 
of reality 
 
the analogy of 
the cave 

 
the Forms 
 
 

Background to Plato’s teaching:  
- Influence of Socrates – Socratic Dialogue and the death of Socrates,  
 
Outlining of the analogy of the cave – understanding of the symbolism:  
- the shadows,  
- the chained prisoners,  
- the escaped prisoner,  
- the sun,  
- the world outside the cave.  
 
Key themes in the story of the cave – reason vs senses, forms vs 
particulars (appearance), political rule.  
 
Key Characteristics of the forms and Plato’s arguments for the forms. 
 

Oxford A Level 
Religious Studies for 
OCR (Ahluwahlia & 
Bowie)  
  

 

the 
philosophical 
views of 
Aristotle, in 
relation to: 
 
understanding 
of reality 
 
the four 
causes 
 

the Prime 

Mover  

Outline the four causes as an explanation of an object 
or event – e.g.) A statue being made, a brick smashing 
a window: 
- the material cause, 
- efficient cause, 
- formal cause, 
- final cause – 
 
Plato and Aristotle’s different use of the idea of ‘form.’ 
The teleological nature of explanation in Aristotle. 
Strengths and weaknesses of the causes idea: 
- Does everything have purpose? 
- Do causes overlap? 

 
Discussion of overall explanation of movement and 
change in the universe – leading to unmoved mover/ 
uncaused cause. 
 
Characteristics of the Prime Mover as immutable and if 
immutable then also eternal, impassive and necessary. 
 
Prime Mover as a teleological not an efficient first 
cause. (Analogy of cat drawn to a saucer of milk or 
iron filings drawn to magnet)  

Oxford A Level 
Religious Studies for 
OCR (Ahluwahlia & 
Bowie)  
 

 

Once you have completed all the content notes you need to turn to the discussion questions on the specification.  

 

Complete the tables of the next two pages of discussion questions from the specification: 

• comparison and evaluation of Plato’s Form of the Good and Aristotle’s                                                             
Prime Mover 

• comparison and evaluation of Plato’s reliance on reason (rationalism)                                                           
and Aristotle’s use of the senses (empiricism) in their attempts to                                                               
make sense of reality 
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Compare and evaluate of Plato’s Form of the Good and Aristotle’s Prime Mover 
 

Summarise Plato’s arguments. Summarise Aristotle’s arguments.  

What are the strengths of Plato’s arguments? (A 
‘strength’ means what is convincing or persuasive 
about the argument). 

What are the strengths of Aristotle’s arguments? (A 
‘strength’ means what is convincing or persuasive 
about the argument). 

What are the weaknesses of Plato’s arguments? 
(A weakness might be a logical flaw, or a reason 
why the argument is unconvincing). 

What are the weaknesses of Aristotle’s arguments? 
(A weakness might be a logical flaw, or a reason why 
the argument is unconvincing). 
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Compare and evaluate of Plato’s reliance on reason (rationalism) and Aristotle’s use of 
the senses (empiricism) in their attempts to make sense of reality 

                                                                                                                                               

Summarise Plato’s arguments. Summarise Aristotle’s arguments. 

What are the strengths of Plato’s arguments? What are the strengths of Aristotle’s arguments? 

What are the weaknesses of Plato’s arguments? What are the weaknesses of Aristotle’s arguments? 
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Final step:  

Go back to the specification, can you define all the words you highlighted at the beginning? 

Make sure you know exactly what they mean. 

 

 

 

Well done, you have completed your first unit’s notes on philosophy of religion. 

 

I look forward to very interesting discussion in class with you.  

Until then if you want to continue, use the specification to complete notes on the next chapter, or read one of the 

recommended books. 

See you soon.  

Ms Strydom 

PRE Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 


