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Letter No: 45/2020 
 
 
 
 

20th November 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
It has come to our attention that many Year 8 students are communicating with each 
other outside of school using WhatsApp and other social media applications.  
 
Most of the time, this is a great online forum to communicate with others outside of the 
school setting, however we have had several occurrences already this academic year 
where students have used inappropriate language or posted inappropriate content 
online.  It is with this in mind that I want to share with you some guidance on how we can 
best manage the situation, both for you as parents/carers and for us in school.  
 
As a school, we will continue to work as hard as we can to educate students in online 
safety and their digital footprint.  However, we are not able to police students' use of 
social media and technology outside of school and we are often not aware of what is 
going on unless we are told about it.  Where issues do arise, all students involved will be 
spoken to by a senior member of staff to address the inappropriate behaviour or any 
expressed concerns (from yourself or your son/daughter).   
 
However I would strongly encourage you to monitor your child’s use of the internet as 
well.  This can be done through parental controls on their phones and other devices, and 
by ensuring that you know all of your child’s passwords.  By having this in place it will 
remind your child that everything they say and do online can be seen by others, and this 
should encourage them to be more mindful of their online behaviour.  The NSPCC has a 
helpful guide for setting up parental controls here - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-
children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/ 
 
Please remind your son/daughter that anything written or said online by them, or on an 
account in their name is their responsibility, and can be saved and recorded with or 
without their knowledge.  Also, anything they say or write online that is perceived as 
offensive could lead to criminal prosecution for harassment or malicious 
communications.  With this in mind, if you have any growing concerns about a young 
person's actions online and outside of the school setting, you should report to the police 
or CEOP.  
 
The year group had an assembly on Tuesday 17th November about online safety and 
use of social media and forums.  Additionally, we will also be reminding students that 
WhatsApp's minimum age of use is 16 years old in the UK. 
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I would also like to take this opportunity to remind students about the correct use of 
devices in school, as there have been a number of incidents where Year 8 students have 
used their devices inappropriately, including playing games.  Whilst we understand that 
their devices might be used outside of school for this purpose, we have to have a level of 
trust in the students that they will use their devices for learning purposes whilst in school.  
Please also have this discussion with your child so that they are fully aware of the 
expectations and understand the consequences. 
 
I hope this offers you reassurance that we take these type of incidents very seriously and 
we will continue to monitor as best we can and appreciate your continued support in this 
matter.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Sophie Richards 
Performance Director: Year 8 
 
 
 


