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Course content 
Students must study the themes and sub-themes below in relation to at least one German-speaking 
country. Students must study the themes and sub-themes using a range of sources, including material 
from online media. 

 

Theme 1: Aspects of German-speaking society: current trends 

Families in transition 

• Beziehungen innerhalb der Familie 
• Partnerschaft und Ehe 
• Verschiedene Familienformen 

The digital world (Die digitale Welt) 

• Das Internet 
• Soziale Netzwerke 
• Die Digitalisierung der Gesellschaft 

Youth culture: fashion, music and TV (Jugendkultur: Mode, Musik und Fernsehen) 

• Mode und Image 
• Die Bedeutung der Musik für Jugendliche 
• Die Rolle des Fernsehens 

 

Theme 2: Artistic culture in the German-speaking world 

Festivals and traditions (Feste und Traditionen) 

• Feste und Traditionen – ihre Wurzeln und Ursprünge 
• Feste und Traditionen – ihre soziale und wirtschaftliche Bedeutung 

• Vielfältige Traditionen in verschiedenen Regionen 

Art and architecture (Kunst und Architektur) 

• Künstler und Architekten 
• Kunst und Architektur im Alltag 
• Kunst und Architektur – Vergangenheit, Gegenwart und Zukunft 

Cultural life in Berlin – then and now (Das Berliner Kulturleben damals und heute) 

• Berlin – geprägt durch seine Geschichte 
• Theater, Musik und Museen in Berlin 
• Die Vielfalt innerhalb der Bevölkerung Berlins 

 



 

Theme 3: Multiculturalism in German-speaking society  

Immigration (Einwanderung) 

• Die Grunde für Migration 
• Vor- und Nachteile der Einwanderung 
• Migrationspolitik 

Integration (Integration) 

• Maßnahmen zur Integration 
• Hindernisse für die Integration 
• Die Erfahrungen verschiedener Migrantengruppen 

Racism (Rassismus) 

• Die Opfer des Rassismus 
• Die Ursprünge des Rassismus 
• Der Kampf gegen Rassismus 

  

Theme 4: Aspects of political life in the German-speaking world 

Germany and the European Union (Deutschland und die Europäische Union) 

• Die Rolle Deutschlands in Europa 
• Vor- und Nachteile der EU für Deutschland 
• Die Auswirkungen der EU-Erweiterung auf Deutschland 

Politics and youth (Die Politik und die Jugend) 

• Politisches Engagement Jugendlicher 
• Schwerpunkte der Jugendpolitik 

• Werte und Ideale 

Reunification and its consequences (Die Wiedervereinigung und ihre Folgen) 

• Friedliche Revolution in der DDR 
• Die Wiedervereinigung – Wunsch und Wirklichkeit 
• Alte und neue Bundesländer – Kultur und Identität 

 

 

 

 



 

Exam board: AQA 

Centre number: 17617 

Specification codes: 

 A2 
French 
 

7652 

Spanish 
 

7692 

German 7662 
 

The A-Level exams at a glance 

All your A-Level language exams take place in the summer term of 
your second year of sixth form. You will take three exams: 

Paper 1 (7692/1): Listening, Reading and Writing (50%) 
In this exam you will answer listening and reading questions, summarise texts 
that you hear and read in the foreign language and you will translate two texts 
(one English to foreign language, one foreign language to English).  

Paper 2 (7692/2): Writing (20%) 
In this exam you will write two essays in the foreign language about the novel 
and the film that you have studied. You must write one essay about each work. 

Paper 3 (7692/3T): Speaking (30%) 
In this exam you will speak for approximately 5 minutes about a cultural, 
artistic, historical or political topic that you have studied and for approximately 
12 minutes about a topic that you have chosen. You will have five minutes as 
part of the exam to prepare for the cultural, artistic, historical or political topic. 
You will make detailed preparations for your chosen topic before the exam. 



 

Assessment criteria 

The exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives. 

AO1: Understand and respond: 
• in speech to spoken language including face-to-face interaction 
• in writing to spoken language drawn from a variety of sources 
 
AO2: Understand and respond: 
• in speech to written language drawn from a variety of sources 
• in writing to written language drawn from a variety of sources 
 
• AO3: Manipulate the language accurately, in spoken and written forms, using a range of 
lexis and structure 
 
• AO4: Show knowledge and understanding of, and respond critically and analytically to, 
different aspects of the culture and society of countries/communities where the language is 
spoken 
 
 
Across the three exams you will be assessed in a variety of ways to these broad criteria. For 
AO3 and AO4 you can perhaps simplify the way you think about the criteria as follows: 
 

• AO1 is, essentially, responding to hearing the foreign language spoken out loud. 
Your response may be a spoken response, for example in the Paper 3 speaking 
exam, or it may be a written answer, for example in the listening section of Paper 
1. 

• AO2 is, essentially, responding to reading the foreign language written down. 
Your response may be a written response, for example the reading section of 
Paper 1, or a spoken response, for example your spoken answers using the 
written information in the stimulus card in the Paper 3 speaking exam. 

• AO3 is, essentially, the quality of language that you use, whether written or 
spoken language. It includes accuracy, range of vocabulary, suitability of the 
language for the task, manipulating language and showing a good grasp of 
grammar. 

• AO4 is, essentially, the content of your work. It includes how you demonstrate 
knowledge about the culture, history, politics and literature of the country or 
countries you have studied. It goes beyond simply knowing facts and includes 
how you select suitable examples to illustrate your points and how you analyse 
and evaluate this information in the context of the question you are answering. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

The exams in more detail: Paper 1 

Listening, Reading and Writing 
2 hr 30 mins written exam (100 marks) 
50% of A Level 
Areas assessed:  

• Aspects of German-speaking society: current trends 
• Artistic culture in the German-speaking world 
• Multiculturalism in German-speaking society 
• Aspects of political life in German-speaking society 
• Grammar 

 
Listening and responding 
 
In this section you will listen to spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources, 
covering different registers and types. The content of the passages will be based on the 
themes and sub-themes in the specification. 
 
Questions will target main points, gist and detail and will require either non-verbal responses 
or responses in German. Questions will include the need to infer meaning and will include of 
abstract material such as opinions, views, emotional reactions and personal experiences. 
 
For one question you will need to summarise in German what you have understood from the 
passage you have heard and marks will be awarded for the quality of German used. You 
must write in full sentences and use your own words as far as possible in this question. 
 
In the remaining questions requiring a response in German, students should give only the 
information required by the question. 

 

Reading and responding 
 
In this section you will read a range of stimulus texts adapted from authentic sources, 
including online sources. Texts will include contemporary and historical material and will 
cover non-fiction and literary fiction and/or material based on literature. The content of the 
stimulus texts will be based on the themes and sub-themes in this specification, except in 
the case of literary texts where the content may fall outside of these themes and sub-
themes. 
 
Questions will target main points, gist and detail and will require either non-verbal responses 
or responses in German. Questions will include the need to infer meaning and will include 
abstract material such as opinions, views, emotional reactions and personal experiences. 
 
For one question you will need to summarise in German what they have understood from the 
stimulus text they have read and marks will be awarded for the quality of German used. You 
must write in full sentences and use your own words as far as possible in this question. 
 
For the remaining questions requiring a response in German, you should give only the 
information required by the question. 

 
 



 

Translation 
 
In this section you will translate a passage of at least 100 words from German into English. 
The content will be based on the themes and sub-themes in this specification. 
 
You will also translate a passage of at least 100 words from English into German. The 
content will be based on the themes and sub-themes in this specification and you will be 
provided with a supporting text in German, giving you some of the vocabulary and structures 
which you will need for the translation. 
 

Assessment criteria 

In Paper 1, the mark scheme varies from year to year. However, the criteria for the 
language you use in the summary questions will remain the same: 

Mark Criteria 
5 The language produced is mainly accurate with only occasional 

minor errors. The student shows a consistently secure grasp of 
grammar and is able to manipulate complex language accurately 
where required by the task. 

4 The language produced is generally accurate, but there are some 
minor errors. The student shows a generally good grasp of 
grammar and is often able to manipulate complex language 
accurately where required by the task. 

3 The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few 
serious errors. The student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar 
and is sometimes able to manipulate complex language accurately 
where required by the task. 

2 The language produced contains many errors. The student shows 
some grasp of grammar and is occasionally able to manipulate 
complex language accurately where required by the task. 

1 The language produced contains many errors of a basic nature. The 
student shows little grasp of grammar and is rarely able to 
manipulate complex language accurately where required by the 
task. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit. 
 

 

 



 

The exams in more detail: Paper 2 

Writing 
2 hr written exam (80 marks) 
20% of A Level 
Areas assessed:  

• One text and one film or two texts from the list set in the specification  
• Grammar 

 

In this paper you will answer an essay question in German for each of the two works 
they have studied (this can be a book and a film, or two books). You will have a 
choice of question on each book/film. All questions will be in German and will require 
a critical and analytical response. 
 
You will be advised to write approximately 300 words per essay. Everything that 
students write will be marked; there is no word limit. Students who write the 
recommended number of words will have access to the full range of marks. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Assessment criteria 

Each essay will be given a mark out of 40. 20 marks are available for AO3 (essentially the 
quality of language) and AO4 (essentially the content). 

AO3 “Quality and range of language” 
Marks Criteria 
 
17-20 

The language produced is mainly accurate with only occasional minor 
errors. The student shows a consistently secure grasp of grammar and 
is able to manipulate complex language accurately. The student uses a 
wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 
 

 
13-16 

The language produced is generally accurate, but there are some minor 
errors. The student shows a generally good grasp of grammar and is 
often able to manipulate complex language accurately. The student 
uses a good range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the 
task. 
 

 
9-12 

The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few 
serious errors. The student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is 
sometimes able to manipulate complex language accurately. The 
student uses a reasonable range of vocabulary appropriate to the 
context and the task. 
 

 
5-8 

The language produced contains many errors. The student shows some 
grasp of grammar and is occasionally able to manipulate complex 
language accurately. The student uses a limited range of vocabulary 
appropriate to the context and the task. 
 

 
1-4 

The language produced contains many errors of a basic nature. The 
student shows little grasp of grammar and is rarely able to manipulate 
complex language accurately. The student uses a very limited range of 
vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 
 

 
0 

 
The student produces nothing worthy of credit. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

AO4 “Content” 
Marks Criteria 
 
17-20 

Excellent critical and analytical response to the question set. 
 
Knowledge of the text or film is consistently accurate and detailed. 
Opinions, views and conclusions are consistently supported by relevant 
and appropriate evidence from the text or film. The essay demonstrates 
excellent evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social 
contexts of the text or film studied. 

 
13-16 

Good critical and analytical response to the question set. 
 
Knowledge of the text or film is usually accurate and detailed. Opinions, 
views and conclusions are usually supported by relevant and 
appropriate evidence from the text or film. The essay demonstrates 
good evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social 
contexts of the text or film studied. 

 
9-12 

Reasonable critical and analytical response to the question set. 
 
Knowledge of the text or film is sometimes accurate and detailed. 
Opinions, views and conclusions are sometimes supported by relevant 
and appropriate evidence from the text or film. The essay demonstrates 
reasonable evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social 
contexts of the text or film studied. 

 
5-8 

Limited critical and analytical response to the question set. 
 
Some knowledge of the text or film is demonstrated. Opinions, views 
and conclusions are occasionally supported by relevant and appropriate 
evidence from the text or film. The essay demonstrates limited 
evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social contexts of 
the text or film studied. 

 
1-4 

Very limited critical and analytical response to the question set. 
 
A little knowledge of the text or film is demonstrated. Opinions, views 
and conclusions are rarely supported by relevant and appropriate 
evidence from the text or film. The essay demonstrates very limited 
evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social contexts of 
the text or film studied . 

 
0 

 
The student produces nothing worthy of credit in response to the 
question. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

The exams in more detail: Paper 3 
Paper 3 - Speaking 
21-23 minute oral exam, including 5 minutes preparation time (60 marks) 
30% of A Level 
What’s assessed:  

• Individual research project plus 
one of the following four sub-themes: 
• Aspects of German-speaking society: current trends 
• Artistic culture in the German-speaking world 
• Multiculturalism in German-speaking society 
• Aspects of political life in the German-speaking world 

 
Paper three is composed of part one, the speaking card, and part two, the discussion 
of your Independent Research Project. You will have five minutes immediately prior 
to the Paper 3 speaking exam in which to prepare your answers and ideas for further 
discussion to a stimulus card on one of the topic areas from the textbook. For the 
Independent Research Project you will carry out detailed preparations well in 
advance of the exam, but will have the opportunity to choose specific areas of focus 
for the discussion in the exam. 
 
 
Part one – discussion of a stimulus card (5-6 minutes) 
 
In part one you will have a choice of two cards. Each one is based on a sub-theme 
from the textbook and will contain images, text and three questions. You will choose 
the card you feel most confident about and will only discuss one card in the exam. 
There are three questions on the card that you can prepare in the five minutes 
before the exam. In part one there will be a follow up discussion immediately after 
each of the three questions printed on the card, so it is important that you consider 
how to develop your views on the issue in each question. It is important that you 
show awareness of specific examples in the German-speaking world when 
discussing the topic and show analysis and evaluation of these examples as well as 
giving more general views and opinions. 
 
During part one, you MUST ask the teacher-examiner two questions arising from the 
discussion of the topic on the card. 
 
You may make notes in your five minutes of preparation time and may refer to these 
notes at any point during part one of the Paper 3 speaking exam. However, you may 
not refer to these notes once part two has begun. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Assessment criteria -  part one 

AO1 Discussion of sub-theme on card 
Mark Criteria 
5 Delivery is fluent throughout. The ideas and opinions expressed are 

nearly always developed, independently of prompts. Students give 
an appropriate response to nearly all unpredictable elements. 

4 Delivery is mainly fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are 
mostly developed, independently of prompts. Students give an 
appropriate response to most unpredictable elements. 

3 Delivery is sometimes fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are 
sometimes developed, independently of prompts. Students give an 
appropriate response to some unpredictable elements. 

2 Delivery is occasionally fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed 
are occasionally developed, independently of prompts. Students 
give an appropriate response to a few unpredictable elements. 

1 Delivery is rarely fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are 
rarely developed, independently of prompts. Students give an 
appropriate response to very few unpredictable elements. 

0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark. 
 
AO2 Discussion of sub-theme on card 
Mark Criteria 
5 Students’ responses show that they have a very good 

understanding of the material on the card. 
4 Students’ responses show that they have a good understanding of 

the material on the card. 
3 Students’ responses show that they have some understanding of 

the material on the card. 
2 Students’ responses show that they have a limited understanding 

of the material on the card. 
1 Students’ responses show that they have a very limited 

understanding of the material on the card. 
0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark. 

 
If you only ask one question in the discussion of the card, you can only gain a 
maximum of 4 marks for AO2. Similarly, if you ask no questions, then you can only 
gain 3 marks for AO2. 
The material on the card is defined as the text containing the target-language 
heading, any statement of opinion, any factual/statistical information and the printed 
questions. 



 

AO3 “Quality of language” 
Mark Criteria 
9-10 A wide range of vocabulary and complex language and a good 

knowledge of appropriate idiom are demonstrated. Highly accurate 
application of grammar with occasional minor errors. Pronunciation 
and intonation are very good. 
 

7-8 A good range of vocabulary and complex language and some 
knowledge of appropriate idiom are demonstrated. Mostly 
accurate application of grammar with some minor errors. 
Pronunciation and intonation are good. 
 

5-6 Some variety of vocabulary and complex language is demonstrated. 
Accurate application of grammar is uneven. Pronunciation and 
intonation are fairly good. 
 

3-4 Little variety of vocabulary and structures is demonstrated. 
Accurate application of grammar is limited. Pronunciation and 
intonation are mostly intelligible. 
 

1-2 Very little variety of vocabulary and structures is demonstrated. 
Accurate application of grammar is very limited. Pronunciation and 
intonation are poor. 
 

0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark. 
 
 
Pronunciation and intonation are not expected to be of native speaker standard. 
 
Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication. 
 
Idiom refers to a form of expression that is particular to the target language. 
 
(This applies to all areas of the Paper 3 speaking exam) 
 

 

 

 



 

AO4 “Content” 
Mark Criteria 
5 Very good critical and analytical response. 

 
Very good knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the 
sub-theme covered in the discussion. Students consistently select 
relevant information to support their arguments. They consistently 
use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, 
demonstrating a very good evaluation of the sub-theme. 

4 Good critical and analytical response. 
 
Good knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the sub-
theme covered in the discussion. Students often select relevant 
information to support their arguments. They often use 
appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a 
good evaluation of the sub-theme. 

3 Reasonable critical and analytical response. 
 
Reasonable knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the 
sub-theme covered in the discussion. Students sometimes select 
relevant information to support their arguments. They sometimes 
use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, 
demonstrating a reasonable evaluation of the sub-theme. 

2 Limited critical and analytical response. 
 
Some knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the sub-
theme covered in the discussion. Students occasionally select 
relevant information to support their arguments. They occasionally 
use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, 
demonstrating a limited evaluation of the sub-theme. 

1 Very limited critical and analytical response. 
 
A little knowledge and understanding of those aspects of the sub-
theme covered in the discussion. Students rarely select relevant 
information to support their arguments. They rarely use 
appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a 
very limited 
evaluation of the sub-theme. 

0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark. 
 



 

Part two – discussion of your Independent Research Project (11-12 minutes) 
 
In part two you will essentially be discussing an Independent Research Project on a 
topic relating to the German-speaking world that you have chosen yourself. You will 
receive some guidance on the suitability of your chosen topic and the sub-titles that 
you choose, but almost all the work you produce and discuss will be produced by 
you independently.  
 
In advance of the Paper 3 speaking exam you will provide a list of headings on an 
Independent Research Project Form to help guide the teacher-examiner and to 
ensure that you are asked about the areas of the topic with which you are confident 
and about the sources you have used to research the topic. 
 
Part two is made up of a two minute presentation to introduce your chosen topic, 
followed by a 9-10 minute discussion of the topic. In this part of the exam you may 
only refer to the headings and notes on your Independent Research Project 
 

Assessment criteria -  part two 

Presentation on your Independent Research Project (2 minutes) 

AO4 “Content” of your presentation 
Mark Criteria 
5 Thorough knowledge and understanding of the area of study are 

evident in the presentation. 
 

4 Good knowledge and understanding of the area of study are 
evident in the presentation. 
 

3 Reasonable knowledge and understanding of the area of study are 
evident in the 
presentation. 
 

2 Limited knowledge and understanding of the area of study are 
evident in the presentation. 
 

1 Very limited knowledge and understanding of the area of study are 
evident in the 
presentation. 
 

0 Nothing in the presentation is worthy of a mark. 
 



 

Discussion on your Independent Research Project (9-10 minutes) 

AO1  
Mark Criteria 
9-10 Delivery is fluent throughout. The ideas and opinions expressed are nearly 

always developed, independently of prompts. Students engage very well in the 
discussion and give an appropriate response to nearly all questions. 

7-8 Delivery is mainly fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are mostly 
developed, independently of prompts. Students engage well in the discussion 
and give an appropriate response to most questions. 

5-6 Delivery is sometimes fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are sometimes 
developed, independently of prompts. Students engage reasonably well in the 
discussion and give an appropriate response to some questions. 

3-4 Delivery is occasionally fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are 
occasionally developed, independently of prompts. Students engage to a 
limited extent in the discussion and give an appropriate response to a few 
questions. 

1-2 Delivery is rarely fluent. The ideas and opinions expressed are rarely 
developed, independently of prompts. Students engage to a very limited 
extent in the discussion and give an appropriate response to very few 
questions. 

0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark. 

 

 

AO3 “Quality of language” in discussion  
Mark Criteria 
9-10 A wide range of vocabulary and complex language and a good knowledge of 

appropriate idiom are demonstrated. Highly accurate application of grammar 
with occasional minor errors. Pronunciation and intonation are very good. 

7-8 A good range of vocabulary and complex language and some knowledge of 
appropriate idiom are demonstrated. Mostly accurate application of grammar 
with some minor errors. Pronunciation and intonation are good. 

5-6 Some variety of vocabulary and complex language is demonstrated. Accurate 
application of grammar is uneven. Pronunciation and intonation are fairly 
good. 

3-4 Little variety of vocabulary and structures is demonstrated. Accurate 
application of grammar is limited. Pronunciation and intonation are mostly 
intelligible.  

1-2 Very little variety of vocabulary and structures is demonstrated. Accurate 
application of grammar is very limited. Pronunciation and intonation are poor. 

0 Nothing in the performance is worthy of a mark. 

 



 

 

 

AO4 “Content” in discussion 
Mark Criteria 
9-10 Excellent critical and analytical response.  

 
From the research carried out, the student has acquired thorough knowledge 
and understanding of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. 
Students consistently select relevant information to support their arguments. 
They consistently use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, 
demonstrating an excellent evaluation of their chosen topic. 

7-8 Good critical and analytical response. 
 
From the research carried out, the student has acquired good knowledge and 
understanding of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. 
Students often select relevant information to support their arguments. They 
often use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a 
good evaluation of their chosen topic. 

5-6 Reasonable critical and analytical response. 
 
From the research carried out, the student has acquired reasonable knowledge 
and understanding of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. 
Students sometimes select relevant information to support their arguments. 
They sometimes use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, 
demonstrating a reasonable evaluation of their chosen topic. 

3-4 Limited critical and analytical response. 
 
From the research carried out, the student has acquired some knowledge and 
understanding of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. 
Students occasionally select relevant information to support their arguments. 
They occasionally use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, 
demonstrating a limited evaluation of their chosen topic. 

1-2 Very limited critical and analytical response. 
 
From the research carried out, the student has acquired a little knowledge and 
understanding of the culture and society relevant to the chosen topic. 
Students rarely select relevant information to support their arguments. They 
rarely use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a 
very limited evaluation of their chosen topic. 

0 The student fails completely to engage with the discussion. 

 

 



 

A-Level German Grammar List 

Advanced GCSE candidates are expected to have studied closely the grammatical system and structures 
of the relevant foreign language during their course.  In the examination they are required to actively and 
accurately use grammar and structures appropriate to the tasks set, drawn from the following lists. 
Where an item is marked (R), you are only expected to recognise it. The vast majority of the grammatical 
structures listed below will be covered in the first year of your studies, so it is extremely important that 
you learn and master these areas of grammar as they are covered.

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 


